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Cylch y FRENNI Circle of Churches 
Clydau,  Llanglydwen,  Llanfyrnach, 

 Llanwinio and Mynachlog-ddu 
 

SERVICES IN JUNE 

3rd   The First Sunday after Trinity (Green) 

Llanglydwen  9.30 am   Holy Eucharist  

Mynachlog-ddu  11.15 am  Holy Eucharist  

Llanfyrnach   11.15 am  Communion by Extension  

6th     Wednesday 

Bro Preseli   10.30 am  Holy Eucharist  

10th  The Second Sunday after Trinity (Green) 

Llanglydwen  9.30 am   Morning Prayer  

Llanwinio   9.30 am   Holy Eucharist   

Clydau    11.15 am  Communion by Extension  

Llanfyrnach   11.15 am  Holy Eucharist  

17th  The Third Sunday after Trinity (Green)   

Llanglydwen  9.30 am   Holy Eucharist  

Llanfyrnach   11.15 am  Holy Eucharist  

Mynachlog-ddu  11.15 am  Communion by Extension  

24th   The Nativity of John the Baptist (White) 

Llanglydwen  9.30 am   Morning Prayer  

Llanwinio   9.30 am   Communion by Extension  

Clydau    11.15 am  Morning Prayer  

Llanfyrnach   11.15 am  Morning Prayer  

Some Holy Days not on a Sunday 

11th     Barnabas, Apostle 

29th     Peter and Paul, Apostles 
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NO LONGER AMBER 

Goodbye, Amber Rudd; hello, Sajid Javid – after the former resigned as Home 
Secretary in a row over targets for deporting illegal immigrants. Prime Minister 
Theresa May has confirmed that such targets existed when she was Home 
Secretary, 

We’re warned not to confuse this issue with the scandal of the ‘Windrush 
Generation’ – people  arriving legally in the UK between 1948 and 1971 from 
Caribbean countries, originally to help out with post-war labour shortages here. 
Many of them found themselves threatened with deportation or unable to 
return to their homes in Britain because of a lack of the correct paperwork. 
There’s nothing party-political about this: Her Majesty’s Government, Her 
Majesty’s Loyal Opposition, the Liberal Democrats, the Scottish Nationalist Party 
and others all agree the affair is a disgrace and shouldn’t have happened.  

More recently, we hear of the case of a man who’s lived in the UK for 8 years 
and paid around £225,000 in income tax and is being threatened with 
deportation because of a mistake in his tax return 8 years ago which he later put 
right. Critics of the Government continue to talk of a ‘hostile environment’ 
towards immigrants, a claim which the Government denies. 

But beyond the immediate and personal tragedies, the political dimension and 
the incompetence, lie deeper issues: discrimination and tribalism. 

Tribalism comes in two flavours – vertical and horizontal. Horizontal tribalism is 
what you see if you look at a map of the world, divided up into Germany, 
France, Italy, China, North America, Australia and so forth. In the UK, we have 
four separate countries or nations: Wales, Scotland, England and N Ireland. 
Many of us are proud to belong to these nations – or tribes – and there’s 
nothing wrong in that. After all, banding together in tribes is what helped take 
primates – and eventually mankind – to the top of the evolutionary tree. 

It’s just a bit unfortunate that as a species we don’t seem to be able to get out 
of the habit of trying to extend the area we control, originally so we could hunt 
more animals and gather more nuts and berries. But now? Diamonds? Oil? Or 
just a lust for land-grabbing? 

And of course, each tribe has its god or gods. In the Old Testament there are lots 
of references to Yahweh being stronger than all the other tribes’ gods. Yahweh 
is a great god, says Psalm 95, a great king above all gods. Psalm 79 asks: Why 
should pagan nations be allowed to scoff, asking, “Where is their God?” Show us 
your vengeance against the nations, for they have spilled the blood of your 
servants  
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(that’s a paraphrase, but a fairly accurate one). Even atheists have their gods: 
the West is confident that democratic capitalism will eventually triumph over 
despotic communism.  

Jesus himself referred to the nationalistic nature of Yahweh-worship, when he 
said to the woman from Samaria who asked him to heal her daughter: ‘I was 
only sent to the lost sheep of Israel’ – though please note that he may have 
been indulging in some sarcasm here, and in any case he did actually heal the 
girl concerned. 

But there is another sort of tribalism which I call vertical tribalism. It’s amply 
exemplified in that top-ten favourite hymn All things bright and beautiful. 
There’s one verse in Mrs C F Alexander’s original poem which we never sing 
nowadays: 

The rich man in his castle, 
The poor man at his gate, 
God made them high and lowly, 
And ordered their estate. 

The idea was that God endorsed the 19th-century English class system, and if 
you were a lord your job was to become a better lord; if you were a peasant you 
could become a better peasant, but aspiring to be a lord was unthinkable. I 
wonder what they would  have made of people like Lord Sugar,  son of a London 
East End tailor, who began his business career selling car aerials out of a van 
bought for £50. Because in vertical tribalism you can go up and down in your 
little box but never cross over into the next compartment. However, the New 
Testament introduces a different idea. According to Mary’s Song, Magnificat, 
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traditional values are reversed: He has thrown down the mighty from their seat 
of power, and raised up the humble and meek. He has filled the hungry with 
good things, and sent the rich away empty. She would have been proud of Lord 
Sugar. Her son Jesus exemplifies this topsy-turvy world in the Beatitudes, where 
the meek inherit the earth. 

The man who went the whole hog was St Paul, in his Letter to the Christians in 
Galatia in central Turkey – incidentally, the descendants of immigrants into the 
region who’d been brought in to help with the war effort: There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, he writes, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal 3. 28) 

Wow! There’s modern for you! Your nationality doesn’t matter; your social 
status doesn’t matter; your gender doesn’t matter: if you’re a Christian you’re a 
Christian, and that’s all that matters. 

So perhaps one of the greatest gifts Christianity can offer today’s troubled world 
– after the basics of love and forgiveness – is that tribalism of any sort, 
horizontal, vertical, corkscrew-shaped – any sort of discrimination – is out, 
absolutely forbidden. 

Please – someone tell the Home Office. 

Jonathan Copus 
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ALL ABOARD – AND ALL ABOARD 

Last year’s coach outing was 
such a rip-roaring success 
that we’re laying on another 
one this year – to Brecon. 
Having boarded the coach at 
various pick-up points 
around the area and 
travelled to that fascinating 
cathedral town, we board a 
boat for a trip on the 
Monmouthshire and Brecon 
Canal – cost included in the 
estimated ticket price of 

£25. There’ll still be plenty of time to explore the historic town and indulge in a 
coffee and a lunch.  If you’re interested in going, please contact Mr David Carter 
on 01239 831103 or llanfyrnachwardens@frennichurches.org.uk. A non-
refundable £5 deposit is payable by 17th June – but it’s advisable to book well 
before then to secure one of the limited places. 

HAPPY EVER AFTER 

They will be, if their wonderful wedding 
was anything to go by. On Saturday 21st 
April Matthew Dyer married Siân 
Robinson in Llanwinio Church. The look 
on Matthew’s face when he first caught 
sight of his bride’s stunning dress was a 
picture to behold. Apart from the 
marriage itself, the highlight of the service 
was the appearance of Siân’s 
grandparents, Peter and Margaret 
Robinson, who have both played such a 
prominent and much-appreciated part in 
the life of the parish. Margaret’s most 
public role was as church organist, of 
course, and her place on this occasion 
was ably taken by Jiwli Higginson. 
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DOUBLE BAPTISM 

Tyler Lee Price and his Aunt Alisha Nicole Davies were both baptised during the 
Holy Eucharist on Sunday 6th May in Llanglydwen Church, which was so packed 
for the occasion that some people had to cluster round the porch listening and 
watching from outside. Tyler looked very smart in his waistcoat and bow tie and 
behaved impeccably – a credit to Dad Johnathan and Mum Tina. 

ANYONE FOR COFFEE? 
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Clydau Church staged a coffee morning in Cardigan Guildhall on Saturday 12th 
May, raising (before hall hire costs) £229.10 for church funds - some  of  which 
came from the sale of Richard Law’s excellent history of the church. Warm 
thanks to everyone who helped make the event such a success. 

NEW ARCHDEACONRY TO BE SET UP 

The Bishop writes: 

A new Archdeaconry, the Archdeaconry for New Christian Communities, will 
cover the whole of the diocese and will be a nursery, or in more theological 
language, a catechumenate for new Christian communities, which, when they 
reach an appropriate level of stability will be passed over into the relevant 
geographic Archdeaconry. Encouraging our existing churches to grow and 
resourcing their growth is vital and is within the remit of our Parish Growth 
group, headed by the Archdeacon of Cardigan, the Venerable Will Strange but 
the fresh evangelisation of our diocese is not a responsibility that the diocese as 
a whole can ignore. It is not something that can just be laid at the feet of our 
parishioners and clergy who are all already working so hard to sustain our 
common life. I am pleased to announce that Canon Mones Farah has agreed to 
take up this new post. Keep an eye out for more news about this exciting new 
venture and please pray for Mones and his family as he leads this aspect of the 

Diocese’s evangelism. 

 

WINE AND WATER 

Both are now 
presented in a more 
respectable form in 

Mynachlog-ddu 
Church since the kind 
gift of a set of cruets 
by Worship Leader 
Sharon Edge. Thank 

you, Sharon! 
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Above: On 15th April Daisy Grace Jones joined the Christian Family in Holy Baptism in Llanfyrnach Church, following the example of 
her sister, Annabella Pixie Jones, who had been baptised in the same font just over a year earlier. Daisy was amazingly good-

natured about the whole affair, and seems to be following the service assiduously in the arms of Mum Shelley Williams, while Dad 
John Wayne Jones holds Annabella - who's obviously seen it all before." 

Left:   

Introducing Eunice 

Batchelor, 

Llanfyrnach’s new 

Focal Minister and a 

Pastoral Eucharistic 

Assistant 
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NEW FOCAL MINISTER 

Congratulations to Eunice Batchelor for 
answering God’s call to be both Llanfyrnach’s 
Focal Minister and a Pastoral Eucharistic 
Assistant. At the time of writing we are in the 
process of arranging a date for our Archdeacon, 
The Ven. Paul Mackness, to come to Llanfyrnach 
to give Eunice the Bishop’s Licence and 
Commission Under Seal. 

BIG BROTHER, LITTLE BROTHER 

The General Data Protection Legislation came 
into effect on 25th May, laying strict obligations 
on organisations about what personal data they 
could keep, why, how, and for how long. The new 
law also makes it compulsory to allow individuals 

access to all the information held about them, so they can demand it be 
corrected or deleted at any time. 

No doubt the new legislation was primarily aimed at stopping Big Brother 
snooping on us, selling our details on, and using them to influence our buying 
choices or the way we vote. However, it also has the effect of making life 
awkward for Little Brother – your bowls club, WI branch or church. But comply 
we must; and to help with this we have given all our church officers an ‘official’ 
email address so that their private address is not exposed to public view. They 
all take the form [parish-post]@frennichurches.org.uk: for example, the 

mailto:parish-post@frennichurches.org.uk
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Treasurer of Llanglydwen can be reached via 
llanglydwentreas@frennichurches.org.uk. Some people hold multiple posts, and 
have an ‘official’ email address to go with each one. The new system has the 
added advantage that should a post-holder change, the email address for the 
post remains the same. 

GLANDWR W.I. 

On  22nd March, Glandwr W.I. hosted the 
Rebecca Group meeting in Canolfan 
Hermon.   Visitors  attended  from  the  W.I.s 
of Bancyfelin, Llanwinio, Llanboidy, Trelech 
and Meidrim.  Anne Halborg, the 
Federation Chair and her Deputy, Joyce 
Kirkwood also visited us, and the meeting 
convenor was Eleanor Parry of Glandwr 
W.I.   

After the business part of the meeting, we 
were entertained by  actress and author Jenny Kenna, telling us about 'Susan's 
Secrets', a book she has compiled based on books written by her grandmother 
when she was in service, and found in an old suitcase many years later.  She also 
told us about her life as an actress, and finished by making, before our very 
eyes, a delicious paté based on sardines.    

A magnificent tea saw everyone making their way home well fed and happy 
after a very enjoyable evening. If you would like to come along and see what we 
do at W.I., you would be most welcome.  We meet in Canolfan Hermon – 
upstairs – on the 2nd Monday of the month; 2pm Dec. to Feb., 7.15pm Apr. to 
Nov.                           Judy Webb 

LLANWINIO W.I. 

On the 8th of May we were entertained by Cynthia Popenhoe-Hoad, originally 
from Texas, who gave a demonstration on ‘hooking’. This was definitely not 
what might immediately spring to mind, but a craft similar to rag rugging.  

Jane won the competition for a piece of craftwork, and the next meeting is the 
annual summer outing—date and venue to be confirmed! 

New members are always welcome. Meetings are usually held at Llanwinio 
Community Hall at 2.00 pm on the second Tuesday of the month. For more 
information, contact the president, Anne Summerbell  on 01994 484278. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwinkub_i-nYAhUhIsAKHYhUDo4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcheshirewi.org.uk%2Fsub-committees%2Fwebsite-social-media%2Fwi-logo%2F&psig=AOvVaw3sONf6pVEc5mXN-0_0WHTG&ust=
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Meidrim, Merthyr and Abernant, Trelech a’r betws 

Canon Jeffrey Gainer  01994 231378  

SERVICES IN JUNE 

3rd    First Sunday after Trinity 

Meidrim      9.45am       Y Cymun Bendigiad 

Trelech         11.15am      Y Cymun Bendigaid 

Abernant      4.00pm       Evensong 

10th    Second Sunday after Trinity 

Meidrim       9.45am        Holy Eucharist 

Merthyr       11.15am     Y Cymun Bendigaid 

Trelech        3.30pm        Evensong 

17th    Third Sunday after Trinity 

Merthyr        9.45am       Holy Eucharist 

Trelech         11.15am     Holy Eucharist 

Meidrim        6.30pm      Evensong 

24th    The Nativity of St John the Baptist 

Abernant       9.45am        Holy Eucharist 

Meidrim        11.15am      Matins 

Merthyr         2.15pm       Evensong 

Abernant 

The concert of sacred and secular music by Cantorion Llanddowror was a joyful 
occasion, so much so that a rather large bird decided to join us in church  and 
for a minute or two kept the audience preoccupied by its presence as it flew 
from one end of the church to another! As usual the visiting choir was treated 
to delicious refreshments kindly supplied by the good ladies of St Lucia's. In 
addition Canon Gainer sang two items, namely G. R. Woodward's “This joyful 
Eastertide” and “Pan oedd Iesu dan yr hoelion”, the latter to the tune Coedmor. 
It would seem to be true that the choir members enjoy coming to this simple 
country church and assuredly the congregation enjoys welcoming them too. 
Unfortunately one of the choir members was unable to be with us because of ill 
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The Whitland Male Voice Choir Cycle Team makes it to the Albert Hall! 



17 

 health. Mr David Bryan has since moved to a home in Newcastle Emlyn where 
on May 14th he celebrated his 89th birthday. We send him many happy returns 
of the day, albeit somewhat belatedly. 

We are sorry to note that Mr Robin Williams of yr Hen Dafarn has been unwell 
again. This has necessitated another visit to Morriston hospital. We wish him 
better health and are glad to note that he is now back home. 

The Annual Vestry meeting was held after service on May 6th when the wardens 
were re-elected. We wish Mrs Ann Young and Mr Hugh Davies well for their new 
terms of office which should  include the formation of the Local Ministry Area of 
Bro San Cler with all the consequent changes. Meanwhile the congregation of St 
Lucia's has planned a series of events. Please book the following dates!     

Friday, June 22:      BBQ at Tynewydd, the home of Mr and Mrs  
        Hugh Davies 

Sunday, September 30 at 4pm:  Harvest Thanksgiving service followed by tea 
        party 

Friday, October 19 at  8pm:  Bingo evening at Tafarn y Cwm 

Sunday, December 9 at 3pm:  Carols and seasonal music by Cantorion   
        Llanddowror 

Meidrim 

Congratulations go to Catrin and Peter Young on the safe arrival of their 
daughter, Mia Jane on April 5th, a great granddaughter for John and Patsy Lewis 
of Upper Village, Meidrim. 

It is good to note that the relevant organising committee had arranged an 
evening at The Carpenters Arms,  Broadway, on Wednesday, May 23 when a 
good number enjoyed good company and the tasty carvery. 

We are grateful to the ladies of the congregation who gave up their time on the 
recent Bank Holiday to clean the church ready for the wedding of Miss Kathryn 
Walters and Phillip Murray which took place on the following Saturday. The 
organist was Mrs Elizabeth Jameson, the officiant was the Vicar. The reception 
was held at Wolfscastle, Pembrokeshire. We wish this young couple a long and 
happy life together. 

Some of you reading this may recall the visit of the Bishop of Montana, the 
Right Reverend Frank Brookhart and his wife  Susan , some ten years ago before 
the 2008 Lambeth Conference. The good bishop is due to retire this summer as 
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he has reached the age of seventy. He hopes to cross the Atlantic again and may 
well pay us another visit. He enjoyed visiting Wales very much and not least the 
hospitality accorded to him in the homes of this parish. 

The plans for the creation of the new Ministry area are proceeding at a leisurely 
pace and we have had the benefit of the counsel of the diocesan registrar, a key 
legal officer, on this matter. Mr Anthony Jenkins is also a very keen supporter of 
Swansea football club, ever since his schoolboy days. He must be somewhat 
saddened with his club's performance this season however. 

The Swans will have to swim in a lesser lake next season, it appears. 

Merthyr 

On Sunday, May 13th several members of the congregation enjoyed lunch 
together at the Fox and Hounds, Banc y Felin. This was the suggestion of our 
warden, Mr Huw Evans. We were particularly pleased to see Mrs Jennifer Lewis 
on this occasion as we have missed her genial presence at church  as she is still 
recuperating after extensive treatment at Singleton Hospital. 

Also recently we had a successful bingo evening at Tafarn y Cwm when Mr Lyn 
Bowen of Pen y Nont was the caller. We are grateful to him and to Mrs Marilyn 
Davies and Mrs Jennifer Bott for all their hard work with the practical 
arrangements. With the proceeds from the Grand Raffle included well over 
£1,300 were raised for church funds. A truly excellent result. 

Our thanks also go to Mrs Sylvia Thomas who donated flowers for the altar and 
also cleaned the church in April. These gifts of time and substance were made in 
memory of the late Mrs Innie Thomas, formerly of Rectory Farm. 

Good wishes go to Mrs Ann Rees after her recent operation and also to Mr John 
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Spong. We also remember our local authoress, Mrs Elizabeth Cragoe, who went 
into hospital in mid-May.                                                        

Trelech 

We are grateful to the Revd Wyn Maskell who accompanied the Welsh Holy 
Eucharist on May 6th. We extend our good wishes also to the Revd and Hon 
Adam Bruce. Both these men are due to be ordained as presbyters of the 
Church in Wales soon and will continue as assistant curates in Carmarthen and 
Llanllwch respectively. 

Food for thought: “The spiritual Pentecost must precede the spiritual Ascension. 
The Holy Ghost must descend into our hearts and minds, before they can rise to 
Heaven.” Our Prayer Book declares that Ascension Day is one of those days at 
which members of the Church “ought to be present at Divine Service.” The 
spiritual insight of  Dean E.M. Goulburn, cited above, as well as the regulation 
combine to challenge all of us. 

Soon again the Trinity season will be with us. This year the sermons for the first 
weeks of this, the second half of the Church's year, will be based on the theme 
of  “Being Christian, a guide to the duties of church membership.” They will 
refer to the summary issued by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York under 
the headings of  bearing witness, prayer and devotion, faithful worship, loving 
service, stewardship, and marriage and family life. 
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LAUGHARNE, ST.  CLEARS,  WHITLAND & SURROUNDING AREAS 

DEMENTIA  FRIENDS  ACTION  GROUP 

The above group has been recently formed to raise dementia awareness in our 
communities. Carmarthenshire County Council, Hywel Dda Health Board and 
Dyfed Powys Police together with local GP surgeries and voluntary groups are 
working together to support the Alzheimer Society’s Dementia Friends initiative 
with the ultimate aim to register the above area with the Society as Dementia 
Friendly Communities. 

A Dementia Friend is some who has attended a one hour information session 
and is committed to making the lives of people living in their community with 
dementia a little bit better.  Anyone of any age can be a Dementia Friend and 
every action counts – from helping someone find the right bus to spreading the 
word about dementia on social media or within the community. 

We are inviting people living in our communities to attend a one hour dementia 
awareness session.  Town and community councils, local groups as well as 
businesses are also being invited.  All attendees will receive a Dementia Friend 
badge and Councils and businesses a certificate to display to demonstrate their 
commitment to supporting people with dementia. 

We will be organising for a trained Dementia Friends Champion to provide 
awareness sessions in our communities.  They are trained volunteers who 
encourage families, friends, colleagues and local communities to understand 
more about dementia and what it is like to live with dementia. 

To register your interest in attending a session please contact Kelly Evans on 
01267 224466 or email CEExecSupportOffice@carmarthenshire.gov.uk. 

If you have any queries regarding this initiative please contact me. 

Jane Tremlett 

Chairman – Carmarthenshire Dementia Action Board 

Executive Board Member Social Care & Health 

07581 386 020     JTremlett@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 

Or: Jayne Thomas 

Locality Manager, Teifi, Taf and Towy Community Resource Team, Carmarthen 

07500994397     JayThomas@carmarthenshire.gov.uk 
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1. Haulwen Davies (on the right) 

receiving flowers and a 

certificate from Delth Dent 

for 32 years’ Service as 

secretary.  

2. Ann Lewis (on the right) 

receives flowers from Wenfys 

Rees for 18 years’ service as 

President.  

3. Nora Heseltine (on the left) 

receives flowers from Wenfys 

Rees for 18 years’ service 

as  Vice-president. 

The Trinity, Llanboidy,  

Sisterhood 

1 

2 

3 
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Whitland, Cyffig, Llanboidy  
Llandysulio, Clunderwen 

The Reverend Kingsley G Taylor, BD MA 

01994 240494 ktaylor559@aol.com 

Lay Worship Leader Mr. Nathan Jenkins 

Services in June 

3rd Trinity I 

St Mary   10.00 am    Holy Communion 

St David   11.30 am    Holy Communion 

10th   Trinity II 

St Mary   8.00 am    Holy Communion 

St Tysilio   9.00 am    Holy Communion 

St Mary   11.00 am   Matins 

St David   11.00 am    Matins 

Cyffig   2.30 pm   Holy Communion 

St Brynach  4.00 pm   Holy Communion 

17th Trinity III 

St Mary   8.00 am    Holy Communion 

St Mary   11.00 am    Matins 

St David   2.30 pm    Holy Communion 

24th Nativity of John the Baptist 

St Mary   8.00 am    Holy Communion 

St Tysilio   9.00 am    Matins 

St Mary   11.00 am    Holy Communion 

St David   11.00 am    Matins 

St Brynach  11.15 am   Holy Communion 

Cyffig   2.30 pm   Evensong 
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Landsker Service 

Thanks to all who supported the 5th Sunday service in St Mary’s, it was good 
to see representatives of all five churches.  A big thank you to the ladies 
who provided the refreshments after the service. 

In Memoriam 

Our sympathy goes to the family and friends of Irene Elizabeth Pearce who 
fell asleep on Monday 30th April aged 74 yrs.  The funeral took place on 
Tuesday 8th May at St. Mary’s and it was good to see so many people 
supporting the family. 

Events (so far) 

Saturday 9th June  10.00 am  Coffee Morning at Pen-y-Lan for Cyffig 

Friday 15th June  6.30 pm  Fish Evening at the Station House for  

        St Mary’s 

Saturday 23rd June  10.00 am  Gift Day at St David’s, Clunderwen 

Saturday 23rd June  2.00 pm  Summer Fete at Llanboidy 

Saturday 30th June  2.00 pm  Cream Teas at Llandysilio 

Saturday 28th July  2.00 pm  Cream Teas at Red Roses for Cyffig 

Friday 17th Aug  6.30 pm  Barbecue at the Station House for St Mary’s 

Weds 22nd Aug  7.30 pm  Bingo Evening at Red Roses for Cyffig 
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EGLWYS GYMYN 
Oh Joy of Joys, winter is now over and our thoughts turn to the  Easter Vestry/
PCC meeting and the performance reports for the previous year together with 
plans for activities in the forthcoming 12 months.  At Eglwys Gymyn it has not 
been a quiet 12 months with a visit from the Bishop; a 90th birthday party and 
a  strimming tidy-up job which damaged a stained glass window and led to a lot 
of form filling before we could go ahead with the insurance claim. (This was not 
too onerous and the organisation which carried out the repair did a fantastic 
job, but of course required the church funds to cover the insurance excess).     

For the future we plan various fund raising activities, like all churches, and this 
year they will include; 

1. June 1st—An open-to-all quiz night. (this repeats a similar event in 2016 
which was very successful). 

2. June 10th—St Margret's Day celebrations, again open to all. 

3. July 29th—Summertime concert, along the lines of Songs of Praise. (but 
followed by a raffle) 

4. July— Date to be confirmed, but usually the first Friday in July—Walk in the 
local Pembrokeshire countryside. 

5. August Bank Holiday—LEGO display, part of which will be 'hands on', 
followed by coffee/tea etc. 

6. September— Date to be confirmed--Tractor rally. (This follows a similar rally 
in 2017 which was very successful and raised funds for a local charity as well 
as the church) 

7. October 5th—Harvest service, followed by a supper in the church hall. 
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Other Notable Events 

June 18th, to be confirmed. Another important event and following in the 
church tradition of home visits to parishioners who  cannot for any reason get 
to church, another visit by the Bishop this time to Mr William Phillips, who 
celebrated his 90th birthday last year and invited the Bishop, who couldn't make 
it then but promised to add it to her 2018 schedule. 

Normal Church Services at Eglwys Gymyn in June: 

1st and 3rd Sundays   at 2.30   with Rev Huw 

2nd and 4th Sundays   at 10.30  with Rev David 

CYFFIG 

Best wishes to everyone this month, we hope to see you  
at our forthcoming events: 

Saturday 9th June:   Coffee Morning at Pen y Lan, Tavernspite Road,  
       Whitland.  10am—12noon 

Saturday 28th July:    Cream Teas at Red Roses Community Hall,    
       2pm—4pm. Big Raffle and stalls. 

Wednesday 22nd August:  Bingo Night at Red Roses Community Hall,   
       7.30pm for 8pm start. 

Thanks to everyone who has taken care of the Church in one way or another so 
far this year. 

Church cleaning and grass mowing in June:    the Bowen family 
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Above: Tyler Lee Price joins the family of God at Llanglydwen Church on the 6th of May 

Below:  Sian  Robinson on her way into Llanwinio Church on the arm of her father, Colin,  

on the 21st of April 



28 

WHITLAND MALE VOICE CHOIR 

The Whitland Male Voice Choir cycle team have finally 
reached their destination at the Albert Hall, and are 
presenting a cheque for £7,500 to Prostate Cymru, with 
more donations still coming in. The journey was over three 
days, from Whitland to the Albert Hall. The brave cyclists 
were Gareth Edwards, Richard Lewis, Paul Hughes,Gerwyn 
Richards and Dave Davies. 

 We are still looking for new members to join our choir.  
If you are interested please come along to one of our practice sessions on 
Thursday evenings at the Memorial Hall, Whitland at 7.30pm. You can sit 

and listen or join in, no obligation.  You can also contact our Secretary, Hugh 
Lewis on 01994 240437 

Trinity, Llanboidy, Tabernacle, Whitland 
and Bethel, Llanddewi Velfrey 

Minister Revd. Guto Llywelyn, Tel. 01269 851655  
gutollywelyn@hotmail.com 

 
Trinity:   Delyth Dent   Tel. 01994 448606          delythdent@btinternet.com 
Tabernacle: Meryl James  Tel. 01994 240350          meryljames534@btinternet.com 

Bethel:   Eric Howells Tel. 01994 240205              erichowells@rocketmail.com 
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By the time you read the June Grapevine we will have had another Royal 
wedding and I must add that the bride’s dress cost more than our wedding and 
honeymoon. Having said that we enjoyed our honeymoon and it is still 
ongoing. What a wonderful time. Up to then you are answerable to your family 
and suddenly you are free, although looking back only a week or two. I will 
never forget my wedding day with so many wishing us all the very best for the 
future and I knew they meant it. The day before I got married my mother said 
to me “Eric you can say I today but from tomorrow you will have to say we”. 

I am sure that you will join with me and wish the young royals and others the 
very best for the future. Civilisation as we know it today evolved around the 
Christian faith and marriage or should I say the long term commitment by two 
people to work together for the sake of their new family. Maisie and I have 
now being married for fifty eight and a half years and have reared three 
children and enjoyed a further four grandchildren. Naturally we worry about 
our children and want only the best for them and it is an awful wrench when 
they decide to let go of the apron strings.    

I made Maisie into a wife, a mother and a Lady, but I am sorry to say that I 
failed to teach her Welsh.  I married into a wonderful family and my mother-in-
law lived with us for fourteen years. We never had a cross word and all I can 
say is that I wish I could say the same about her daughter – my fault. 

They now want to re-name the Severn Bridge and one of the suggestions 
is  “The Prince of Wales” but some opposed this name as he was not involved 
in its building.  Would you drive over the bridge knowing that it was built by 
Prince Charles and Prince William? When I purchased Llwynpinner I built a 
bridge over the river Marlais and I designed and built it myself. Should I now 
call it “Bont Eric y Fron”?  Do you think Prince William and Megan will perform 
the official opening?    

Collection! 

Please note that each church is responsible for collecting their 
own copies of the Grapevine from Reception at  

Dentron, Llys Myrddin, Efailwen.  
They will be ready for you 

after 3.30 p.m. on the Saturday immediately  
preceding the last Sunday of the month 
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 Thoughts for to-day 

An American and Austrian were discussing their ancestors and the American 
said my ancestors came from Wales, England, Scotland and Europe. The 

Austrian said ‘my ancestors were handpicked by the best judges in Britain’. 

A wedding is holy matrimony, not a gigantic fancy dress parade 

In 1788 the first consignment of convicts from Britain arrived in Australia. 

In 1905 The world’s largest diamond was found in the Premier Mines in Pretoria, 
South Africa. The Cullinan Diamond weighed more than 1.25 lbs.  

If you would like to see it call round anytime 

Bethel Congregation Chapel 

Our first service in May was a Welsh Communion service with the minister Revd. 
Guto Llywelyn officiating, but with several members not well, there was a 
smaller attendance than usual. At the end of the service members had the 
opportunity to vote for a new general secretary and deputy president for the 
Union of Welsh Independents. After some discussion there was an unanimous 
vote on both positions. 

Our English service on 13th May was cancelled as Tabernacle had their Annual 
Anniversary Service with Bethel members attending. 

Tabernacle and Trinity joined us on the following Sunday when we had a guest  
preacher. 
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On the last Sunday in the month we had our usual English communion service. 
The collection was given to Christian Aid. 

Bethel Annual Anniversary Service will be on 10th June and the guest preacher 
will be Mr Ffred Ffrancis.  Welsh service at 10.30a.m. in the morning and an 
English service at 2.30 p.m in the afternoon. All who wish to attend the lunch at 
Nantyffin on that day are reminded to give their names to Eric Howells. 

Tabernacle Congregational Chapel 

Our minister Revd. Guto Llywelyn officiated the services throughout April 

The Cultural Society held the Annual Coffee evening on 3rd April and it was 
opened by Mrs Meinir Richards of Llanddarog. Meinir was brought up in the 
Whitland area and is a past member of the chapel and Sunday School. It was a 
very successful evening. 

Some of the members have not been well during the month and we wish them 
a speedy recovery. 

Order of services for June with the minister officiating except where indicated 

 3rd June  11 00 a.m.    Communion Service 

10th June  10.30 a.m.   Welsh. 2.30 p.m. English Service. Bethel Anniversary 
       Service with the guest preacher Mr Ffred Francis. 

17th June  10.30 a.m.   Joint Service at Trinity led by Mr Hefin Wyn. 

24th June   9.30 a.m.   Normal Service. 

Sunday School every Sunday morning at 9.30 a.m. 
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It was the end of an era with the Trinity, Llanboidy 
sisterhood recently as the retiring officers were 
honoured for their work. In the first picture is 
Haulwen Davies (on the right) receiving flowers 
and a certificate from Delyth Dent for 32 years’ 
service as secretary. In the second picture Ann 
Lewis (on the right) receives flowers from Wenfys 
Rees for 18 years’ service as President. And in the 
third picture Nora Heseltine (on the left) receives 
flowers from Wenfys Rees for 18 years’ service 
as  Vice-president. The new officials will be Delyth 
Dent (Secretary) Wenfys Rees (President) and 
Dorothy Morris (Vice-President). 
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LLANWINIO COMMUNITY 
HALL 

Every Monday:  7.30 Bowls 
1st Tuesday:   7.30 Games Night 
2nd Tuesday :  2.00 W.I. 
Every Thursday:  7.30 Young Farmers 

find us on Facebook: 
Llanwinio Community Association 

Half page Ad 

Rob Jones 

Landscaping 

Seasoned logs available! 
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