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Cylch y FRENNI Circle of Churches
Clydau, Llanglydwen, Llanfyrnach,
Llanwinio and Mynachlog-ddu
SERVICES IN JANUARY
2nd

Wednesday

Bro Preseli
6th

10.30 am

Communion by Extension

The Epiphany of our Lord (White)

Llanglydwen

9.30 am

Carols by Request

Llanwinio

9.30 am

Boreol Weddi

Llanfyrnach

11.15 am

Communion by Extension

Mynachlog-ddu

11.15 am

Morning Prayer

13th

The Baptism of Christ (White)

Llanglydwen

9.30 am

Christingle

Llanwinio

9.30 am

Communion by Extension

Clydau

11.15 am

Christingle

Llanfyrnach

11.15 am

Christingle

20th

The Third Sunday of Epiphany (White)

Llanglydwen

9.30 am

Holy Eucharist

Llanfyrnach

11.15 am

Holy Eucharist

Mynachlog-ddu

11.15 am

Christingle

27th

The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany (White)

Llanglydwen

9.30 am

Morning Prayer

Llanwinio

9.30 am

Holy Eucharist

Clydau

11.15 am

Holy Eucharist

Llanfyrnach

11.15 am

Morning Prayer

Some Holy Days not on a Sunday
1st

The Naming of Jesus

18th

Week of prayer for Christian Unity (until 25th)

25th

The Conversion of Paul, Apostle
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TIME TO GO HOME
The past is a foreign country: they do things differently there.
This memorable sentence – unfortunately never quite equalled in the rest of the
book – opens L P Hartley’s sensitive masterpiece The Go-Between. Few people
nowadays have read the whole novel, though many know its first line. And yet it
expresses something which the present day seems to have forgotten and would
do well to remember.
On my first day at school in Scotland, the teacher left the room and told us all
not to talk. Her injunction was quickly forgotten, and on her return she walloped
each young right hand with a strap. She must have thought it worth enduring a
room full of howling five-year-olds.
Further up the school the straps grew stouter. At ten, you were required to roll
up your sleeve so that the thick belt left (on the tender underside of your upper
arm) a whiplash imprint of its double end which within seconds was ringed red,
white and blue.
Justice outside the school was swift and violent: a clip round the ear from the
local copper, followed by a thorough thrashing from your parents when he took
you home.
Although it never happened to me, at my English school I watched tough boys
unable to hold back tears of pain after ‘six of the best’ from the Head Master’s
cane.
Once, there was a vigorous newspaper debate on whether it was right to strike
other people’s children misbehaving, say on the beach. The prevailing view was
that it was actually the duty of the nearest adult to administer corporal
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punishment, and polite for the parent arriving on the scene to thank the
stranger for his or her intervention.
When I started teaching for the now-defunct Inner London Education Authority
there were even guidelines for smacking naughty children in class – as I recall,
with two or three fingers (according to the age of the pupil) on the fleshy part
of the back of one leg.
Nowadays, we rightly recoil from such barbarism, and any teacher abusing a
child like that would swiftly end up in court. But whatever the arguments about
corporal punishment itself, my point here is that at the time it was considered
not only acceptable but right.
So should I name and shame my old teachers, now all deceased? Sue the local
authority for failing in its duty of care? After all, we seem to be going through a
phase of raking over the past and using social media to convict people without
trial or right of reply for alleged misdeeds allegedly committed decades ago.
Of course, antiquity is no excuse for evil: murder was murder in 2019 BC as well
as AD. But attitudes towards some aspects of life change remarkably over the
centuries. Homosexuality, for instance, was admired in ancient Athens,
criminalised in Britain between the 16th and 20th centuries, and today is widely
celebrated.
As far as crimes are concerned, some are covered by statutes of limitation or
statutes of repose, barring legal action initiated after a specified time limit;
others are not. The Christian statute of limitation covers all wrongdoing, and the
time limit is instantaneous. When Jesus warned his followers: ‘If you don't
forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your wrongdoing,’ he wasn’t
just talking airy-fairy theology about the Last Judgement. It’s a fact of life – at
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least, among the few people who try it – that forgiveness breeds forgiveness,
first by being ‘passed down the line’, and secondly by allowing you to forgive
yourself for the wrongs you have done. If you don’t actively practise forgiveness,
if you don’t impose a strict and instantaneous statute of limitation on yourself,
you will find old sores about your own behaviour weeping long after they
should have healed. Grudges will only fester.
Why talk about this now? Because it’s the beginning of a new year, a chance to
forge into a fresh future with its slate wiped clean. And to return home from
that foreign country, the past: for they do things differently there.
Jonathan Copus

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The collection at our annual Remembrance Sunday Service amounted to
£304.25. Separately, Y Badell Ffrio in Crymych and Clydau Church collected
donations of £38.39. A cheque for the total amount has been sent to the Royal
British Legion.
Very many thanks to everyone who contributed to this magnificent total, and
helped to make the Armistice Centenary Service such an impressive and
memorable event.

SOAPLEASED
The pre-Christmas Soaparty at Llys Myrddin, awash with mulled wine from the
bar, bubbled with good, clean fun. (That’s enough soap jokes – Ed).
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Jan Newbury’s catering was mouth-watering,
the Christmas quiz intriguing, Susie’s huntthe-postcard game absorbing and Jonathan’s
jokes excruciating. But above all, the PATCH
box literally overflowed with gifts of toiletries
destined for the anti-hardship charity. Many
thanks to everyone who made this event
such a success on every level – especially
Betty Morgan, whose six-hour, non-stop stint
in the kitchen made sure no plate was ever
empty nor glass unfilled – and that they were
all washed up at the end, with nothing but
the dishes getting in a lather.
When Jonathan went down to PATCH’s HQ in
Milford Haven at the beginning of December,
he found their Christmas Toy Appeal
distribution in full swing: mountains of
kiddies’ goodies on tables around the main
hall of the now-closed Hakin Community
School. ‘That’s 50 parcels packed up,’ said co
-ordinator Tracy Olin; ‘only another 650 to go!’
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Having only recently moved into the school, the charity is already on the
lookout for new premises, as their stay is limited. Anyone got a warehouse going
spare?
But no matter what the upheaval, the work must go on: so please, do go on
using the collecting boxes we have scattered around our Local Ministry Area –
there’s one in every one of our five churches. And it’s not just toiletries we’re
after: just imagine yourself for some unforeseen reason suddenly homeless, and
think through what you would need. It’s a sobering exercise, and one which
should lead any decent human being with a sense of fellow-feeling to turn out
those drawers.

‘Cake and Carols’
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In the run up to Christmas, and twice in a week, Jonathan and team were at Bro
Preseli. First there was a carol service in the dining room, with prayers, Bible
readings and carols followed by mulled wine (thanks to their caterers) and
mince pies (thanks to Mrs Ilar Bailey). For this second time we were in the
Residents’ Lounge. ‘Let’s do what we did at Harvest, but instead of fish supper
and hymns have “Cake and Carols” one afternoon,’ resident Ann Williams had
suggested. On the day, so much food was contributed that the Tea turned into
an Early Supper. And there was enthusiastic eating. People forgot they’d had
lunch: this tea was what they’d been waiting for all day. In amongst this eating
there was enthusiastic singing of many, many carols to the accompaniment of
Jonathan’s ‘boom box’. Such was the informality that some people were seen
humming the carols with their mouths full! There was a Christmas Quiz,
readings both serious (Shakespeare) and funny (Pam Ayres), and much laughter
and teasing and drinking of tea …. and beer? And wine? At TEATIME? Oh yes!
Susie Copus

LLANWINIO COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE
Llanwinio Community Council held their annual community carol service at
Llanwinio Church on the 16th of December. Judy and Phil officiated. The
conductor was Edryd Eynon from Crymych, and musical accompaniment was
provided by Jiwli Higginson on the keyboard, ably assisted by Phil Higginson and
Iolo Petersen, both on mandolins but one an octave lower than the other.
Further entertainment was provided by Corlan. The church was packed to the
gunnels and a splendid tea was provided afterwards in the hall.
9

Left:

Hazel Jones from Llanfyrnach
with the tree she decorated at
Holy Trinity Church in Wordsley,
her old home. She returns there
every year to take part in the
Christmas tree festival where
more than 80 trees are
decorated by individuals or
local organisations.
Note the Mercy bells!
Below:
A festive scene at Abbey Cwm Hir
which was visited by Eglwys
Gymyn in November
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MERCY BELLS – AN UPDATE
Following the item in October's Grapevine
about the little Ugandan girl with no feet
(Mercy) who is supported by the Cylch y
Frenni Churches House Group, I thought
you might be interested in an update.
As you may remember, it was my aim to
raise £200 for her medical treatment fund
by crocheting little bells in red, white or
gold and selling them at £1 each. As I write
this, I have raised £690 – unbelievable!
And I think/hope this will top £700 ….
(note from

Editor—Judy has now
raised £714!)

For nearly £200 of this, we have to thank
the congregation of Amblecote Wordsley Methodist Church! Our group
member, Hazel Jones from Llanfyrnach, returns to her old home there every
year to take part in the Christmas tree festival held in Holy Trinity Church,
Wordsley where more than 80 trees are dressed by individuals or organisations.
Her tree this year was red Mercy bells, and robins (Robins appear when loved
ones are near). She took 100 Mercy bells with her, and these were sold at the
Amblecote Church – it seems we could have sold even more! The Tea and
Natter Group also gave us a wonderful donation and I believe there's some
11
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more to come. They certainly took our little Mercy to their hearts, and our love
and thanks go to them, and to everyone who has made a donation or bought a
bell. You can be very sure that you will have made a real difference to one
beautiful young (9 year old) lady and her foster family.
Judy Webb, Focal Minister, St Gwynio's Church, Llanwinio

The Threshold Choir of West Wales
The Threshold Choir of West Wales is part of an
international association of Threshold Choirs singing gently
at bedsides in over 200 communities around the world.
Our goal is to bring ease and comfort to those at the
threshold of living and dying. A calm and focused presence
at the bedside, with gentle voices, simple songs, and
sincere kindness, can be soothing and reassuring to clients, family, and
caregivers alike.
When we are invited to a bedside, we visit in groups of two to four singers. We
invite families and caregivers to join us and participate by listening. Many of the
songs we offer are composed by Threshold Choir members specifically to
communicate ease, comfort, and presence.
A session typically lasts about 20 minutes; if there appears to be benefit, we
might sing longer. Using soft, lullaby voices, we blend in harmony or sometimes
in unison, if that provides the most comfort. We offer our singing as gentle
blessings, not as entertainment, and we are honoured when a client falls asleep
as we are singing. Most of our songs are very short, so their repetition is
conducive to rest and comfort.

Half page Ad
Rob Jones

Seasoned logs available!
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Families have said that our presence helps them to “be” with their loved one
after the “doing” is done. Often they will continue to sing for their loved one
after we have departed.
The service is our gift; there is no charge. If you would like to request singers for
a loved one, please contact us. Thalia: 01994 419573, or on Facebook:
Threshold Choir of West Wales. We would be honoured to visit someone in your
life who would welcome, and benefit from, our gentle, soothing singing.

LLANWINIO W.I.
Members of Llanwinio Women's Institute enjoyed a
splendid Christmas dinner at the training restaurant at
Pibwrlwyd. The restaurant is staffed by students who are
keen to learn ’how to do it all properly’. Good food, good
company and lots of fun were the order of the day! The
next meeting takes place on the 8th of January.
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Above:
Tabernacle's recent visit to a
Carmarthen mosque
Right:
Jonathan dishes out the
mulled wine at the
Soaparty at
Llys Myrddin
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New members are always welcome. Meetings are usually held at Llanwinio
Community Hall at 2.00 pm on the second Tuesday of the month.
For more information, contact the president,
Anne Summerbell on 01994 484278

Meidrim and Merthyr

Canon Jeffrey Gainer 01994 231378
Meidrim and Merthyr
Services in January 2019
6th

The Epiphany of Our Lord

Meidrim

9.45 am

Y Cymun Bendigaid

Merthyr

11.15 am

Holy Eucharist

13th

First Sunday after the Epiphany

Meidrim

9.45 am

Holy Eucharist

Merthyr

11.15 am

Y Cymun Bendigaid

20th

Second Sunday after Epiphany

Meidrim
27th

9.45 am
11.15 am

Holy Eucharist (Bilingual, 2004 rite Merthyr)
Morning Prayer

Third Sunday after Epiphany

Merthyr

9.45 am

Holy Eucharist

Meidrim

11.15 am

Sung Matins
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Please note: Morning Prayer is said in Meidrim church each Sunday before the
Eucharist at 9.00 am except on the fourth Sunday when Morning Prayer is sung
at 11.15 am. Evening Prayer will be sung at 4.00pm each Sunday apart from on
January 13th.

Meidrim
The coffee morning held in November was opened by Mrs Christine James who
spoke warmly of her upbringing in Meidrim and indeed of her family connection
with the church during the incumbency of the late Revd Alun Howells. We thank
the various good folk who attended at the stalls, worked hard, gave generously
and enjoyed the company, as well as those who gave prizes for the raffle and
sold tickets for the same. They included several relative newcomers to the
village whom we were delighted to see supporting the event, as well as those
who come to it year after year. In all over £2,100 were raised for church funds.
This monetary result will doubtless cheer our worthy treasurer, Mr Dorian
Evans, who likewise has given many years of faithful service in a quiet and
efficient manner, and has been ably assisted in recent years by Mrs Ingrid
Herbert.
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Whilst giving thanks, let us also express our appreciation to those volunteers
who give their time to clean the church, and those who generously donate the
altar flowers. It is a real labour of love and is much appreciated.
The Senior Citizens group is very active and recently held a pre-Christmas tea
party in the Youth Hall and then a few days later enjoyed lunch together in
Whitland town hall. Then on Saturday, December 15th the members travelled to
Theatr Fach, between Lampeter and Ciliau Aeron, to enjoy a pantomime in
Welsh before another meal in Aberaeron. This active and friendly group meets
each first Tuesday in the month in the Youth Hall from 2.00 pm and new
members are always welcome. Unfortunately and probably because of cuts in
public spending, the association has been unable to secure grant aid this year
but this has in no way restricted the range of activities arranged by the
committee.

Do you like reading? If so then why not call into the Free Book centre in
Carmarthen where you may borrow or even retain a book or books from a
diverse range of publications entirely free. The centre itself is situated in the
lower road running parallel to King Street and is accessible from the same street
by an approach road near the Public Library. Once again this is a fine example of
local initiative which is of public benefit.
19

At the time of writing we are looking forward to the joint carol service with the
chapel in Bethel on the Sunday before Christmas at 3.00 pm. Our thanks go to
the chapel secretary, Mr Dafydd Evans, for his efforts in preparing the service
sheets and to Mrs Elizabeth Jameson who once again will accompany the carols.
Thanks too to those who will read the Scripture portions. Bethel chapel is a fine
example of Nonconformist architecture from the beginning of the twentieth
century. It was built not long after the Welsh revival of 1904 and the vestry
nearby was added in about 1963. Although there has not been a regular
ordained minister in the chapel for some years the loyal congregation gives us a
warm welcome and we look forward to sharing the tasty tea with them after the
service and wishing them a joyful Christmas too.

Merthyr
Some of you may recall the visit of the Bishop of Montana, the Rt Revd Franklin
Brookhart, and his wife Susan, to our parish prior to the last Lambeth
Conference. In the autumn the bishop retired from his diocesan responsibilities
as he had reached the age of seventy. We wish him well for a rather more
relaxing future.
Mrs Jennifer Lewis is still somewhat poorly and rests at home but we are
delighted that her husband and our churchwarden, Mr Ronald Lewis, is back in
church and that their granddaughter, Primrose, will be singing a solo at the Crib
service on December 23rd. Thanks also go to his fellow warden, Mr Huw Evans,
who has arranged for other children with church connections to take part in the
service and also to his sister, Mrs Ann Rees and her husband Christopher, who
will kindly supply refreshments for the parishioners in the community hall
directly after the service. Our thanks go to her and to her fellow organist, Mr
William Bott, for accompanying the services over the past year. Young Master
James Bott is due to take the part of Joseph in the crib service and his sister,
Rosa, will be an angel. At present we are still looking for a lass to take the part
of Mary but we are hopeful that she will be found as she does have rather a
significant part to play in the Nativity story! It is always pleasing to see a wide
range of age and experience in a church congregation, especially at a time when
the average age of attenders in the Anglican Church in these islands has
increased from about 38 to nearer 70 over the last forty years.
Those of you who remember the late Mrs Ruth Donovan Spong will be pleased
to hear that a stone memorial has been placed over her final resting place.
Mrs Spong was a scientist of some distinction and obtained the degree of
20

Above:
The Threshold Choir pictured
at the Hiroshima Memorial
gathering in Haverfordwest
in 2017
Left:
Mr. Roger Penn, Vicar’s
Warden at
St. Mary’s Church, Whitland,
at his recent graduation
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Master of Science in the early 1950s. Thereafter she became an international
judge of dogs, a keen gardener, and a respected member of our community. She
loved Merthyr and her friends here as well as the ambience of St Martin’s
church. The stone itself is the work of Mr Oliver Coe of Abernant who is a
specialist in stone work. Mr Coe has done work at and for the Prince of Wales’s
residence at Myddfai as well as for Llandaff Cathedral.
Our thanks go to Mr Dorian Thomas and his co-workers at Eagle Signs, for the
work on our renovated notice board which gives an up-to-date overview of our
new pattern of services. At a time when we hear of reduction in services in so
many country churches it is encouraging that we have reintroduced a service at
11.15 am on the first Sunday in the month.
By the time you read this it may well be true that Christmas day has passed so
we trust that you have enjoyed the feast with family and friends and that we
have all kept in mind too the appeal for generosity to the needy that is explicit
in the well known carol which declares that those “who now shall bless the
poor shall themselves find blessing”. Whilst some people these days describe
Wales as a post-Christian society it is still encouraging to note that a very large
share of the charitable donations made in this country is given at and around
Christmas time, that is at the time of a great Christian festival.

Whitland, Cyffig, Llanboidy
Llandysulio, Clunderwen
The Reverend Kingsley G Taylor, BD MA
01994 240494 ktaylor559@aol.com
Lay Worship Leader Mr. Nathan Jenkins
Services in January
30 Dec Christmas I
St Mary

8.00 am

Holy Communion

St Mary

11.00 am

Holy Communion

St Mary

10.00 am

Holy Communion

St David

11.30 am

Matins

6th

Epiphany
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13th

Baptism of Jesus

St Mary

8.00 am

Holy Communion

St Tysilio

9.00 am

Holy Communion

St Mary

11.00 am

Matins

St David

11.00 am

Matins

Cyffig

2.30 pm

Holy Communion

St Brynach

4.00 pm

Holy Communion

St Mary

8.00 am

Holy Communion

St Mary

11.00 am

Matins

St David

2.30 pm

Holy Communion

St Mary

8.00 am

Holy Communion

St Tysilio

9.00 am

Holy Communion

St Mary

11.00 am

Holy Communion

St David

11.00 am

Matins

St Brynach

11.15 am

Holy Communion

Cyffig

2.30 pm

Evensong

20th

27th

Epiphany II

Epiphany III
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Christmas
We celebrate again the light coming back into the world and we look forward
with hope and expectation to what the new year will bring. Even when things
look their darkest there is light because God sent his son into the world for he
will not give up on us nor will he stop loving us.

Roger Penn
Have you ever wanted to write a story, memoir, poem, family history or other
literary work, but without actually making it happen? Well, here’s an
opportunity for you.
Pictured on page 21 in his bright red graduation robe is Roger Penn, Vicar’s
Warden of St. Mary’s Church, Whitland, who last July was awarded a
meritorious Master of Arts degree in Creative Writing at Teesside University.
Whilst Roger has his own busy writing agenda, he will happily help others in
need of support with their individual projects. So why not give him a call on
077905 03223, or send an email to rogerpenn39@btinternet.com

Roger’s publications are known to many of you, and the full list is as follows:
Dolycwrt – the Days of a Country Doctor’s Surgery
Beyond the Call of Duty – a Biography of Whitland’s Dr Penn
Three Feathers and a Silver Fern – an off-field history of Wales and the All Blacks
Memories of Sarah Jane Howell – a Welsh Heroine

Decorations
Thanks to all who have decorated the churches so wonderfully again this year. A
special commendation goes to Ann Brown who has overcome her personal
difficulties and has once again, single handedly, produced the most exquisite
display in St Mary’s. Thanks Ann.
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Thanks
Thanks to the people of St Tysilio’s who laid on another lovely mince pie
morning this year. Thank you for your generosity and enthusiasm.
Thanks to Jackie who arranged for St Mary’s raffle draw to take place in the
Rugby club; for the singing skills of Sherry and her partner, and for match
funding from Barclays Bank. Thanks also to Sherry and Barclays Bank for their
involvement. £1,402 was raised for St. Mary's but to date we haven't actually
received the money from Barclays.
Thanks to Lyn and Brian for all the years of running the whist drive and who still
have worked tirelessly selling raffle tickets and putting together the hampers
and other prizes for the draw this year. Thanks also to the generosity of all who
provided so generously for the prizes.

Eglwys Gymyn
It seems that there may be some credibility to the predictions about Global
warming in as much as the rain seems to be warmer than I remember from
years gone by, but there's a lot more and its wetter!
Be that as it may there is always a warmer glow in Eglwys Gymyn which may in
part be linked to last year’s new heating system that we are slowly adding to.
However we have had a good start to December with our Christmas Fayre on
December 1st. This attracted a large number of passers-by as well as friends and
neighbours from the community after a bargain and Christmas presents. The
hall was suitably decorated for a Christmas function and was a very friendly
26

Just some of the toys donated to PATCH’s
Christmas Toy Appeal being sorted and packed at
the former Hakin Community school.
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occasion
despite
the
miserable weather, and of
course was supplemented by
tea, coffee and cake. The
funds raised will be used for
the remedial work resulting
from our Quinquennial report
in the summer.
During November on a really
beautiful autumn day, a small
party from the Church went
on a coach trip to visit 'Abbey
Cwm Hir', a very old Grade
11 listed Victorian Hall/
Mansion, built near the
original but ruined Abbey,
near Llandrindod Wells, in Powys. The Hall has 52 rooms, (plus cellars) all
decorated with a large variety of colourful Christmas trees, ornaments and
decorations and the tour guide, in a very humorous way, explained the history
of the hall, the locality and how the new tradition has developed over the past
10 years.
On the way to the Hall the organiser had arranged to visit Brecon for a tour
around the Cathedral and a very welcome coffee/tea break.
The day was rounded off when we called into the Trout Inn at Beulah, Llanwrtyd
Wells, for a very tasty supper.
28

Collection!
Please note that each church is responsible for collecting their own
copies of the Grapevine from Reception at
Dentron, Llys Myrddin, Efailwen.
They will be ready for you after 3.30 p.m. on the
Saturday immediately preceding the last Sunday of the month.
On a less happy note, one of our stalwarts, Mr William Phillips , has been taken
ill and is now in Glangwili Hospital. We at Eglwys Gymyn wish him well and a
speedy recovery.

Cyffig Notes for January 2019
It was a source of great joy, when on Dec. 9th, a large congregation, including
children, looked on as Rev. Kingsley baptised little Abbie Nesta Beynon,
(younger daughter of Stewart and Lisa). Abbie behaved impeccably, smiling at
everyone present.
We welcome her to Cyffig and pray God will watch over her always.
Thanks to all our members for Church cleaning and grass mowing through the
year.
We hope everyone will have a Happy Christmas and we wish you all Health and
more Happiness for 2019.

Whitland Male Choir
Please note that the choir website is on whitlandmalechoir.net
and not whitlandmalechoir.co.uk.
We are still looking for new members to join our choir. If you are interested
please attend our practice sessions on Thursday evenings at the Memorial Hall,
Whitland at 7.30pm. You can sit and listen or join in, no obligation. You can also
contact our Secretary Hugh Lewis on 01994 240437
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Trinity, Llanboidy, Tabernacle, Whitland
and Bethel, Llanddewi Velfrey
Minister Revd. Guto Llywelyn, Tel. 01269 851655
gutollywelyn@hotmail.com
Trinity:
Delyth Dent Tel. 01994 448606
Tabernacle: Meryl James Tel. 01994 240350
Bethel:
Eric Howells Tel. 01994 240205

delythdent@btinternet.com
eryljames534@btinternet.com
erichowells@rocketmail.com

Bethel
January 6th :

14.00 Communion Service

January 13th : 14.00 Service (through the medium of English)
January 20th : 14.00 Communion Service ((through the medium of English)
January 27th : 10.30 Oedfa o Fawl at the Trinity, Llanboidy

Tabernacle
January 6th :

9.30 Communion Service

January 13th : 11.00 Service
January 20th : 9.30 Service
January 27th : 10.30 Oedfa o Fawl at the Trinity, Llanboidy
(Sunday School at 9.30 every Sunday)
30

Trinity
January 6th :

11.00 Communion Service

January 13th : 9.30 Service
January 20th : 11.00 Service
January 27th : 10.30 Oedfa o Fawl at the Trinity, Llanboidy

Bethel Chapel
200 years ago members of the Congregational Chapels sailed from Wales to
Madagascar and began a relationship with the island which lasts to this day. At
our communion service at the beginning of December members took part in a
service to mark a year of events to celebrate this and at the same time to help
the people of Madagascar.
Our secretary had also made arrangements that Sunday for donations to the
local food bank in Narberth and her enthusiasm resulted in almost £150 worth
of food being collected. This was taken to the Village Hall to be added to
donations from St David’s Church and Ffynon Chapel.
The second Sunday was an English service taken by our minister. His sermon
was based on Matthew 1, the genealogy of Jesus.
It was our turn this year to hold the joint annual Carol Service with St David’s
and Ffynon and this was held on the 16th. The large congregation including
members of chapels from outside the village took part in readings and singing a
selection of Welsh and English carols. We were rewarded afterwards with an
excellent tea served by members of all the chapels involved. The collection at
this service was for Christian Aid.
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Our last service of the year was on the 23rd although we will be joining
Tabernacle on Christmas Eve for their Christmas Service.

Tabernacle
Tabernacle members received an amazing welcome when they visited c
Carmarthen Mosque recently. First of all we had the privilege of watching a
Muslim service. This was followed by a discussion on Islam and then a chance to
socialise over a feast of food which had been prepared for us. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the night and we look forward to welcoming our new
friends back to the Tabernacle in the spring.
Major work on the inside of the Tabernacle has been done during November
during which time we worshiped in the vestry. Our first Sunday back was the

32

first Sunday in December which was a baptism service. Thomas and Rhian
Rodgers Ireia brought their son Ngarimu to be baptised. Rhian also became a
member of the chapel on the same day as well as Caryl Jones and Catrin Eynon.
The Union of Welsh Independents are collecting money for Madagascar at the
moment. We launched our appeal with a promise auction and managed to raise
£750.00 in three quarters of an hour!
Guest speaker at the chapel’s December society meeting was Yvonne Evans who
showed us her fascinating collection of old Whitland pictures.
And finally a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all Grapevine
readers from everyone at the Tabernacle, Whitland.

Trinity Chapel
The minister, Revd. Guto Llywelyn officiated at most of the services at Trinity in
November. On Sunday 18th November members joined Tabernacle Chapel for a
service led by the Revd. Edward Griffiths, Llandeilo, a past minister at Trinity
chapel. On Sunday, 25th November the theme for the service was the national
appeal launched by the Union of Independent chapels to raise funds to support
the work of the Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar. Members contributed
readings and prayers to the service.
On Thursday, 29th November, Trinity hosted the quarterly meeting of
representatives from Independent chapels in west Carmarthenshire. The day
took the form of a business meeting in the morning when reports on current
and future initiatives were shared. In the afternoon a communion service was
held and included the induction of the Revd. Meirion Sewell as the new
chairperson.
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The guest speaker at Trinity Sisterhood’s November meeting was Mrs. Caroline
Thomas who led a workshop on paper folding techniques. Members used their
new skills to create interesting and attractive products using old magazines and
paperback books. The relaxing and interesting evening was enjoyed by all those
present. Members wish to send their warmest congratulations and good wishes
to Mrs Mair Morgan on celebrating her forthcoming 80th birthday.
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We would like to wish all our readers a
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year

LLANWINIO COMMUNITY
HALL
Every Monday:
1st Tuesday:
2nd Tuesday :
Every Thursday:

7.30 Bowls
7.30 Games Night
2.00 W.I.
7.30 Young Farmers

find us on Facebook:
Llanwinio Community Association
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