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EDITORIAL 
Dear friends, 

I 
n the youth of the chapel minister and bard Elfed it was clear that 

many celebrated the New Year with more intensity than the Feast of 

the Lord’s Nativity. It was on New Year’s day, dydd Calan, that a  gift 

was presented, the calennig as it is still called. In this regard rural 

Carmarthenshire in the late nineteenth century, and indeed Nonconformist 

Wales as a whole, was similar to Calvinist Scotland with its vigorous 

celebration of Hogmanay. Yet the Feast of the Epiphany on January 

6th serves to remind us of  the  more important gifts presented to the infant 

Christ by the wise men from the East. The Magi were star gazers who were 

intent on finding the way to the Messiah by observing the stars above 

them. 

They did so because they believed that the stars influenced the lives of 

men, a belief not uncommon in the ancient world and an expression  of 

pagan faith. T.S. Eliot, the celebrated Christian poet of the last century, 

captures the impact of the encounter with the infant Christ in his poem, the 

Journey of the Magi (1926). Eliot portrays the reaction of one of the Magi 

after his return home from Bethlehem: 

        We returned to our places,  these Kingdoms, 

         But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 

          With an alien people clutching their gods. 
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Searching also characterises the work of the scientist in his pursuit of 

evidence. Just two years after Eliot composed his poem a Scottish 

bacteriologist, Alexander Fleming, noticed the effect of penicillin mould on 

bacteria . It took further research and refinements by others scientists  such 

as Florey before an injectable form of the drug was available in 1941. Our 

forbears were rightly grateful to these scientists for their work over thirteen 

years. Now, at the start of 2021, we likewise  acknowledge our debt to 

those who by their hard work, intelligence and determination have been 

enabled to produce a vaccine, nay several different vaccines, which should 

safeguard us from the effects of the pandemic currently afflicting so many 

over the world. We begin this year then  with fresh hope, and pay tribute to 

a  remarkable achievement. The scientists concerned have achieved their 

aim in a remarkably short period - not after  thirteen years but after a few 

months. We salute their achievement with grateful recognition of the 

benefits that diligent scientific research may convey and with the 

expectation that many lives may be saved.  

Yet science in and of itself presupposes an act of faith just as the  Magi 

made a different  act of faith in the guidance of a star  centuries ago. Our 

scientists presuppose that there is a regularity in nature which may be 
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discerned by careful observation of nature. It is accordingly no accident 

that natural science has flourished in cultures profoundly influenced by 

Christianity for this faith starts with the conviction that the same order and 

regularity point to the one God of heaven and earth. Yet a word of caution 

is needed at this juncture for the history of the continent in which 

Christianity was for centuries the dominant religion also  attests that man 

may develop his technology but neglect his moral and spiritual formation 

and that this neglect brings with it with terrible consequences. One 

startling example of this is found in Germany in the 1930s for there, in  the 

most technologically advanced country in Europe, in the land  of Goethe 

and Beethoven, so many succumbed to the barbarism and neo-paganism 

of National Socialism. This latter ideology had a pseudo-scientific basis in 

its theories of superior and inferior races. Sadly there were all too many 

Christians who were deceived by its quasi-scientific theories of race  but, 

thankfully, not all. 
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This latter group was not prepared to dismiss the Faith as being so many 

Jewish fairy tales. Incidentally this particular description of the Faith is 

attributed to one Adolf Hitler.  

The traumatic events before and during the Second World War  belong to a 

receding past and yet there are not wanting those who still claim that 

science and religion are opposed. We may mention here just one product 

of the “new atheism” namely Richard Dawkin’s book The God Illusion 

which, as its title suggests, is an uncompromising assault upon religious 

belief. Many copies of this work have been sold although we  are reliably 

informed that somewhat more copies of the Holy Bible are in general 

circulation. We find here too an echo of the intense debates about the 

relationship of science and religion  which caused such controversy and 

heart searching in Victorian times. When Charles Darwin propounded his 

theory of natural selection in his work The Origin of the Species, he was 
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denounced by some, but not by all, churchmen. Those who did denounce 

him were perturbed that he appeared to be suggesting that we are 

descended from the apes. They were also  afraid that Darwin’s ideas would 

undermine trust in the biblical account of creation as found in the opening 

pages of Genesis. In a Protestant culture, with its profound reverence for 

the Bible, that was no small matter. The irony is that when Darwin died he 

was given a  solemn Christian funeral in Westminster Abbey  according to 

the rites of the Church of England and doubtless with the approval of 

monarch and archbishop. Another irony is that it was the convert from 

Anglicanism to Roman Catholicism, Cardinal Manning, who clung to a literal 

interpretation of Genesis to the end of his life and repudiated the notion of 

evolution.  

We are well advised not to ignore the theories of science but to consider 

them as theories (and not as revealed truth) and attempt to evaluate what, 

if any, light the theories may cast on our understanding of the wonders of 

God’s creation. Science deals with the HOW of creation and 

Christianity  with the WHY of creation. The believer who is a scientist has 

much to contribute to the Church’s life and witness provided he or she does 

so in a humble spirit. We all may rest assured that God needs no censorship 

of scientific enquiry for all truth derives from Him who has shown us that 

Jesus Christ is ever the Way , the Truth and the Life. Great indeed is the 

Truth and it will prevail. 

May God grant us the deepening of our hope  in the year that lies ahead 

and may his blessing rest upon  the endeavours of all who minister to the 

sick. 

Pob bendith arnoch I gyd,  

                                                                                                               Jeffrey Gainer 
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Cylch y Frenni Circle of Churches 
Clydau, Llanglydwen, Llanfyrnach, 

Llanwinio and Mynachlog-ddu 
 

Llanwinio 

My Prickly New Friend Carol 
Returning from the highlight of my day two days ago – an afternoon walk 
along the road with my pooch Nia, we were very surprised to find a little 
hedgehog at the front of the house, in the area where I occasionally see the 
large hedgehog(s?) who make my garden their home – nearly 2 acres and 
an area deliberately left wild for wildlife. 
Hedgehogs fascinate me, and their numbers are declining alarmingly, to the 
extent that they’re now an endangered species. Any hedgehog who is out 
in the day is in need of help, and this little one was obviously very young. 
I made a phone call to the Hedgely Hogspital in Abercych – yes, lovely 
owner there and happy to take it in – then found the little one had done a 
runner. I managed to locate it and put it in a bird fat ball tub together with 
some Royal Canin dogfood pellets – the creature was incredibly lightweight. 
Some hedgehogs curl up, some don’t – this one is a curler! 
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By the time we reached the Hogspital it had uncurled and was snacking  

on dogfood. The lovely lady (forgot to get her name) expressed surprised  

at how small the creature was, and found 2 puncture wounds on its  

rear end – dog or fox? She said that she doubted it would have survived  

the night and was amazed that it had made it thus far. Obviously one of  

a too-late-in-the season family of hoglets. Remembering the parable  

of the Good Samaritan I made a donation towards the recovery costs.  

Soon after I got home I received the following e-mail: 
  

Hi. Little girl 352g. Two puncture wounds. Flushed the wounds out. Just 

awaiting go ahead to give her antibiotics and some metacam for the pain. 

She’s currently curled up on a heat mat. 
 

I’d been asked to suggest a name so, it still being the Christmas season, I 

nominated Noel or Carol. So Carol she is! Then, later another e-mail: 

Carol has had her meds. She’s very quiet but she let me have a good look 

over her. I’ll be happy once she’s had some food. I will keep you posted 

Two days on, I’ve heard nothing more so I’m hoping no news is good news. 

They do like to return hedgehogs to the area they came from, so hopefully 

in the Spring, Carol will be able to return to the place of her birth and raise 

her own families here – at a more appropriate time of year! 

Latest update: 

She is not eating too well, but enough to maintain her weight; she was full 

of parasites mainly roundworm, but her bite wounds have healed well. 

Medicine continuing.  

A few hedgehog facts: 

1. A hedgehog out in daytime is a hedgehog in need 

2. NEVER give a hedgehog milk – FATAL 

3. Meaty dog food, dry dog or cat food is good. 

4. Hogspitals – Hedgely Hogspital, Abercych. Tel. 07792 676112 

Pembrokeshire Hogspital, Haverfordwest Tel. 07974 681659  

Both hogspitals have websites and Facebook pages. 

tel:07974681659
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 Above: Outdoor worship Uganda style  

Below: A younger member of the congregation  
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An afterthought - I’ve been thinking about buying a hedgehog house for 

the garden but the prices of these are horrendous. Ticking away at the 

back of my mind is the thought that someone with an interest in carpentry, 

with time on their hands, might be interested in making these – possibly to 

be sold through the above webpages with some profit to the hogspitals. 

There’s a ‘pattern’ on the RSPB website. Any ideas, folks?             Judy Webb 

 

SOMETHING TO STIR UP THE BRAIN CELLS  

(Answers on page 35) 
 

1. What can you hold in your right hand, but not in your left? 

2. If you were alone in a deserted house at night and there was an oil 

lamp, a candle and firewood, and you only had one match, which 

would you light first? 

3. If a plane crashes on the Italian/Swiss border, where would you bury 

the survivors? 

4. What can you put in a wooden box that makes it lighter? The more of 

them you put in the lighter it becomes, yet the box remains empty. 

5. There are 20 sick sheep in a field One dies, how many are left? 

6. Is it legal in Scotland for a man to marry his widow's sister? 

7. A woman legally married 4 people during the course of a day. How is 

this possible? 

8. John's mother has 3 children, one is named April, one is named May, 

what is the name of the third? 

9. Why can't a man living in Glasgow be buried within 5 miles of his 

hometown? 

10. What goes up but never comes down? 

11. What 5 letter word becomes shorter when you add 2 letters to it? 

12. The 60th and 62nd Prime Minister of the UK had the same father and 

mother but weren't brothers. How do you account for this? 
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Two of my memories of my trip to the Holy Land in 2013 
On page 16 are two photos I took on my trip to the Holy Land. 

The first was taken beside the Sea of Galilee. This spot was where we 

celebrated the Eucharist, then were able to spend a time alone on the 

shore. Very, very special! 

The second picture shows the River Jordan a few miles before it flows into 

the Dead Sea. We drove through a large area of mine fields both sides of 

the road - left over from the Six Day War. The river there is rather narrow 
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and the opposite bank is Jordan! While we were there a party of visitors 

appeared on the Jordan side - we waved and called but were completely 

ignored. 

We were surprised to see the River the colour of mushy peas. There are 

great problems as most of the water is taken from the river elsewhere. 

There were (rather slippery) ledges in the river on which we were able to 

stand (this isn't a place where baptisms are held). But we renewed our 

baptismal vows there, and were anointed. Another very special experience 

in a never-to-be-forgotten pilgrimage.            Judy Webb 

 

Clydau 
Bwlchygroes Community Hall usually hosts a Christmas dinner at the 

beginning of December for those in our parish aged over 60. It has been a 

very successful social gathering for many years. The old hall could 

comfortably cater for fifty people and the dinners were usually nearly ‘full’. 

In 2020 the hall was demolished and our new one was started on shortly 

before the COVID 19 lockdown in March. That delayed the builders but 

didn’t stop them completely; so the shell was finished by Christmas, but 

not the interior and there’s still exterior works to be undertaken. The grand 

opening won’t be until government policy allows us all to go to it.  
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We were given some help from ‘Helping Halls’ with a grant to organise a 

Christmas tea box to all those who would usually come to the dinner. 

Everyone was delighted with their surprise box: it was a surprise because 

what with the tier 4 lockdown, and so many people self-isolating, we 

couldn’t tell everyone beforehand. Each box also contained a raffle ticket, 

and at the draw on 18th December Jen Jones won the hamper; Eric Anthony 

got the bottle of mulled wine and Dai Harris the Panini cake. 
 

Next Christmas will be merrier. 
  

(The photos show volunteers putting the boxes together, the boxes made 

up and some of the people receiving them; volunteers who delivered them; 

the first-prize hamper and exteriors of the new hall)         

                  Richard Law 

 

Llanglydwen 
 

So we say Goodbye to 2020; 

It’s been a difficult year. 

One to go down in History; 

One with many a tear. 

  

  There have been some highlights 

  With communities coming together. 

  With Kingsley’s inspiring homilies 

  And pockets of wonderful weather. 

  

    We’ve tried so hard to be upbeat. 

    We’re allowed to be sad as well. 

    We know we’ve lost so much; 

     For some it has been hell. 
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Below:     Fr. Malcolm & Joan Beynon after the celebration of the  

60th Anniversary of his Ordination, at St. David’s Church, Meidrim. 
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     So we pray this year will be better. 

    That the vaccine will help everyone. 

    We look to when we can gather 

    With a prayer, a laugh and a song. 

        

      We wish one another Happy New Year 

      Even though we can’t hug or shout. 

      We’ll plan some wonderful celebrations 

      When we can get out and about. 

Jane Legg 
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Meidrim and Merthyr 

Canon Jeffrey Gainer  01994 231378  
sieffremeidrim@googlemail.com  

Services 
At present services are still being held in church on Sundays although that 

may change if further restrictions are put in place by the Welsh government 

and/ or the Welsh bishops in an attempt to curb the spread of Covid19. 

Sunday  9.00 am      Morning Prayer 

                9.45 am      Holy Eucharist 

                 4.00 pm     Evening Prayer 

 Sundays and special days in February: 

2.    Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

7.    Sexagesima 

14.    Quinquagesima 

17.    Ash Wednesday 

21.    First Sunday in Lent 

24.    St Matthias, Apostle 

28.    Second Sunday in Lent 

Like so many other organisations, the local branch of the Senior Citizens has 

been unable to meet for several months because of the restrictions on 

gatherings. However, it would be remiss not to mention at this point that a 

loyal member of the branch, Mr David Williams of Banc y felin, passed away 

recently at an advanced age. He was over 100 years old and a veteran of 

the Second World War during which he had given distinguished and loyal 

service. May he rest in peace. 

We also remember at this time the family of the late Mrs Margaret 

Aelonwy Jones, mother of Mrs Elinor Jameson of Cilhir isaf, Meidrim. who 

died on Sunday, January 10th. Mrs Jones was a faithful adherent of the 
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chapel in Pen-y-bont where Elinor married Ian, son of Mrs Elizabeth 

Jameson and the late Mr John Jameson. A native of Rhandirmwyn, Mrs 

Jones was widowed many years ago and enjoyed the company of her three 

children, John (Aberystwyth) , Edward (Bronwydd) and Elinor who cared for 

her to the end of her life. Bendith ar ei llwch. 

The disturbing scenes from the capital of the United States recently have 

reminded us of the dangers of the rule of the mob as well as of the of the 

constitutional arrangements of that powerful country. The new President, 

Mr Biden, needs our prayers not because we may (or may not) share his 

political views, those of a member of the Democratic party, but because he 

takes up his office at a time when his country is deeply divided. We wish 

him well as he takes up his office and hope that  ”the  home of the free and 

the land of the brave” may be granted calm and thoughtful leadership so as 

to promote harmony at home and peace abroad. For ourselves we may 

note that the Queen’s Christmas message - the most popular television 

programme on Christmas Day incidentally - bore witness to her solid 

Christian faith and, whether we be royalist or republican in sentiment, 

served to exemplify the truth of the words of a former Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Dr Runcie, who said long ago; “Royalty puts a human figure on 

the operations of government and provides images with which the people 

of a nation can identify and which they love.”                              
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Merthyr  
Because of the serious situation facing us all and in view of the fact that 

eucharistic worship is being maintained at Meidrim Church for both 

parishes, the Rector has, after consultation with the 

churchwardens,  decided to suspend public worship for the time being in  

St. Martin’s, Merthyr, although as soon as possible he hopes to re-establish 

a pattern of regular service in Merthyr as well. We trust that all concerned 

will understand the need to maintain a balance between emphasising the 

centrality of common prayer and sacramental communion in the Christian 

life with the need to limit as far as possible the spread of coronavirus and 

thereby relieve the pressure on the health service as well as contributing 

towards safeguarding the health and indeed lives of the parishioners. 

We are happy to report that the donations of foodstuffs from the two 

parishes were duly delivered to the food bank at Carmarthen a few days 

before Christmas. All appeared to be very efficiently ordered and we 

received a written acknowledgment from the staff on duty. This is on 

display on the Meidrim church noticeboard. Our thanks go to everyone 

who donated generously to this worthy cause. 

We are glad to note that Mr Matthew Rees, son of Mr Christopher and Mrs 

Ann Rees, is back home and somewhat better after his recent stay in 

Glangwili hospital just before Christmas. We assure him and his family of 
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Judy Webb’s Christmas baby hedgehog, Carol 
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our thoughts and prayers that Matthew will, we trust, continue to improve 

after what has been a very testing time 

The Revd David Reed, who has always been so willing to assist at Merthyr 

(and Meidrim) when required, has now returned safely to his native 

Cornwall and is settling in well in his new home at Camelford, just a few 

miles away from his cousins and also near the parishes on Bodmin Moor 

where he served as the incumbent for a few years in the 1990s after his 

curacies in this diocese. He was made deacon by the late Most Revd George 

Noakes and ordained priest by the late Rt Revd. Ivor Rees. He gave quiet 

and faithful service alongside Fr Malcolm Beynon in the Dale group of 

parishes and has maintained his friendship with this latter clergyman and 

his wife Joan. It was quite a challenge to move from Halkin to Cornwall at 

the age of 88 but all went well! 

                                                                                                               Jeffrey Gainer 
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East Landsker Ministry Area  

Whitland, Cyffig, Llanboidy, 

Llandysulio, Clunderwen 
The Reverend Kingsley G Taylor, BD MA 

01994 240494 ktaylor559@aol.com 

Assistant Priest Dr Canon Jeni Parsons 

Lay Worship Leader Mr. Nathan Jenkins 

eastlandsker.com  

Service in February 
Sunday 7th The Second Sunday before Lent 

10.30 am  Morning Service   St Tysilio  PM 

11.00 am   Morning Service   St Mary  KT 

11.00 am  Morning Prayer   St David  NJ 

3.00 pm  Evening Prayer    St Brynach  KT 

Sunday 14th The Sunday before Lent 

11.00 am   Morning Prayer   St Mary  KT 

11.00 am  Morning Prayer   St David  NJ 

2.30 pm   Evening Prayer    Cyffig   KT 

Sunday 21st The First Sunday of Lent 

11.00 am   Morning Service   St Mary  KT 

11.00 am   Morning Prayer   St David  NJ 

Sunday 28th The Second Sunday of Lent 

11.00 am   Morning Service   St Mary  KT 

11.00 am   Morning Prayer   St David  NJ 

2.30 pm   Evening Prayer    Cyffig   KT 

mailto:ktaylor559@aol.com
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Not all doom and gloom 
I would like to highlight just two of the bright things that happened in 2020. 

Despite lockdowns and restrictions I was impressed by the way people 

pulled together to get their churches open again.  Starting with St Mary’s in 

Whitland with the help of the Wardens.  From there I travelled around with 

my magic bag of tape measure and sticky tape and I managed to re-open all 

my five churches, Cyffig, Clunderwen, Llandysilio and Llanboidy, I found it 

very emotional to return to churches I hadn’t been to for so long, I even 

elbowed Grief!  I helped with some of the Cylch Y Frenni churches which 

gave me the opportunity to actually visit them and meet the Wardens, and I 

was able to help with two of the Pendine/Velfrey churches as well.  I filled 

in so many Risk assessment forms I got quite good at it.  Because I was not 

allowed to go from Church to Church on a Sunday, at first only one, then I 

could go to one in the morning then one in the afternoon I was only able to 

take services in Whitland, Cyffig and Llanboidy, so I am immensely grateful 

to those of you who took services in the other churches so that there has 

been regular worship in twelve of the fifteen churches in the group.   



25 

At the beginning of the lockdown I sent a couple of emails to about twenty 

people that covered most of the 15 churches just to keep in touch, then on 

Palm Sunday it became a daily email, and people were asking to be 

included all the time as well as asking me to continue with them.  Who 

would have thought this would become international—Canada, USA, 

France, Germany, Australia as well as all over the UK.  I personally send it to 

70 people and many of them send it on to many others, and some of those 

send it on again.  I have had so many responses, thankful for my daily 

reflections, many from people I didn’t even know, and now they are all 

friends.  And on top of that there were requests for a book, and this book is 

selling like hot cakes.  Reflections, Circular emails from a Country Vicar 

under Lockdown.  People are already asking for a second book and since I 

am still writing the daily emails there will be a second book.  There will be a 

service in the Cathedral on Sat 17th April to mark the end of the Pilgrimage 

of those who have been with me on the journey and after that I will be 

submitting them to the publisher. 

By the way, in the book there is a secret hidden in plain sight, there is a 

prize, but no one has spotted it yet! 

I am sure you can all look back at last year and find there were many 

positive things that came out of it—do not write off 2020.  

Kingsley Taylor 

 

Friends and Fellowship from Faraway  

I 
sn’t our memory a wonderful gift? We just need a moment’s 

application before plugging into an experience from far away and long 

ago. I’d like to share a special moment from my visit to the All Saints’ 

Anglican Church in Palmerston North, New Zealand, on a beautiful 

Sunday evening in September 2012. It followed a day of research at the 

New Zealand Rugby Museum where, amongst old books, programmes, 

papers and memorabilia, I enjoyed the company of knowledgeable rugby-

loving volunteers on duty. I was looking for interesting snippets for a rugby 

read, which I later had published; and, as I walked towards my lodgings, I 
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was overjoyed with my findings. This is when I noticed the big red brick 

church across the road. “Shall I or shan’t I?” was my dilemma, for it seemed 

as if evensong was about to begin? “No I won’t,” I decided; I’m too hungry. 

But then my eye caught the smile of an elderly lady heading towards the 

church. 

“Excuse me,” I said, “is there a service taking place? 

“Oh yes,” she replied. “Come and join us.” 

I introduced myself and explained my search for rugby stories and 

encounters with former All Blacks, and I couldn’t help noticing her face 

lighting up as she guided me into a pew near the back. 

“You see that man down there?” she said, pointing to the back of someone 

kneeling in prayer. “He’s a famous All Black. His name’s Neven MacEwan” 

“Gosh,” I replied, “do you think you can introduce me to him later?” 

“Oh yes,” she said, and straight away she walked to Neven’s side and stood 

patiently until he looked up. Then, after a whisper into his ear, I watched 

Neven’s tall 6’4” frame following the lady back to my seat.  

“I was meant to tour your country with Wilson Whineray’s 1963 team,” said 

Neven, who made 52 appearances for his country and who has the kudos of 

locking the All Blacks’ scrum with the late and legendary Sir Colin Meads, 

“but an injury prevented me from travelling.” 

Neven agreed to speak after the service and invited me to his home the 

next evening to see his souvenirs. And, as we stood amongst a small huddle 

near the church doorway, the Reverend John Hornblow approached: 

“Roger, I understand you’re from Wales. My wife, Jenny, and I would like to 

invite you for supper one evening.”  

As it happened I had two more research days planned at the museum and 

now both evenings were gainfully occupied. On each occasion I was 

collected from, and later returned to, my digs.  It was thrilling tuning into 

Neven’s All Black brain and meeting his wife; and it was sobering to learn 

that this tall, handsome giant of a man struggled with life when his playing 

days ended. Drink and depression had set in and these, coupled with his 

recovery and a later Christian calling that led to him becoming a prison 

chaplain, are the subjects of his own recently released book When the  
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Above: 
Tabernacle Gwylnos, Christmas Eve Service via Zoom 

Below: 
Children and Young People’s service via Zoom 
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Crowd Stops Roaring. I couldn’t believe what good fortune the church had 

brought me – yet more blessings lay in store. 

The following evening I was enjoying home cooking in the company of 

Reverend John Hornblow, his wife, Jenny, and two of their friends, when 

Jenny whispered into her husband’s ear. “I wonder if Diane and Murray are 

at home; I’ll go and see?” Moments later she returned smiling.  

“Roger, you’re in luck,” said the minister “I’m sure you know of David Kirk 

…?” 

“I certainly do,” I replied, “the first All Black to lift the Rugby World Cup – at 

Auckland in 1987, Eden Park.” 

“Well his parents, Diane and Murray, live round the corner and are on their 

way. They’ll tell you stories about David.” 

And so they did, and of their family stay in Wales when Murray served at 

Sully Hospital and the children were small.  

So, by ignoring my rumbling stomach and dropping into All Saints’, I was 

taught a lesson in life: by walking into places of worship, don’t be surprised 

to gain favours from above! 

Roger Penn   
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News from  Llanboidy February 2021 
  

One of our congregation writes that they are glad to hear that 

some  Church members have now had the long awaited vaccine for the 

Covid 19 and hope that soon we will all get vaccinated . 

Are there no babies being born, no little tittle-tattle, is everybody being 

good?  
 

Llanboidy WI  have had a few successes – two members 

were successful in the 200 CLUB December draw and 

the GOODY PRIZE winner for December Christmas Quiz 

was Llanboidy WI, - well done !! 

 

We are unsure of Church Services at present regarding what Covid 

restrictions will be in place  - please phone Vanw on 01994 448249 to 

check beforehand. 

Quite a few of our community have been unwell and we wish them all a 

speedy recovery. 

Keep well and safe everyone and enjoy what we all have, which is a 

beautiful and friendly area in which to live  - and remember a problem 

shared is a problem halved, so please ask for help if you need it, or just 

https://zincarts.org.uk/event/ongar-wi/2017-06-28
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want a friendly ear to listen to you and I will certainly try and help you – my 

contact details: 
  

My email:  sue@llanboidycheese.co.uk 

Phone:  01994 448303 

Text:  07530 523813 

 

CIFFIG  

W 
e are now spinning into another year, and at present it 

seems more scary than the last.  

However, we have had over a week without rain which has 

been a pleasant, sunny and frosty surprise. In 2020 we 

recorded 87" rainfall and in 2019, 72". 

Is this a foretaste of global warming I wonder. 

We had a lovely Christmas service on December 13th, with social distancing 

of course, and no mulled wine or mince pies afterwards. 

Thank you to all the readers. Carols were sung by a wonderful choir 

provided by Rev. Kingsley's laptop! 

We thank Rev. Kingsley for helping us to keep Cyffig Church open, albeit 

with strict social distancing, and masks and hand sanitizer. 

We wish all our members and friends a good New Year 2021, and to those 

not feeling so well as they'd like to be, we wish you better health very soon 

                                                                                                             Lynn Werrett 

mailto:sue@llanboidycheese.co.uk
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Firewood 
Beechwood fires are bright and clear, 

If the logs are kept a year. 

Chestnut's only good, they say, 

If for long it's laid away. 

Birch and Fir logs burn too fast, 

Blaze up bright and do not last. 

Elm wood burns like a churchyard mould, 

Even the very flames are cold. 

Poplar gives a bitter smoke, 

Fills your eyes and makes you choke. 

Apple wood will scent your room 

With an incense like perfume. 

Oak and maple, if dry and old, 

Keep away the Winter cold. 

But ash wood wet and ash wood dry, 

A King shall warm his slippers by 

Submitted by Lynn Werrett 
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Trinity, Llanboidy, Tabernacle, Whitland 

and Bethel, Llanddewi Velfrey 
Minister Revd. Guto Llywelyn, Tel. 01269 851655  

gutollywelyn@hotmail.com 
 

Trinity:   Delyth Dent   Tel. 01994 448606                     delythdent@btinternet.com 

Tabernacle: Meryl James   Tel. 01994 240350              Meryljames534@btinternet.com 

Bethel:   Eric Howells  Tel. 01994 240205                erichowells@rocketmail.com 
 

 

Blwdyddyn Newydd Dda ! Wrth i’r erthygl yma gael ei hysgrifennu yn 

nyddiau cyntaf 2021 mae’r sefyllfa gyda covid 19 yn parhau yn arswydus o 

beryglus yn yr ardaloedd yma. Ond mae yna obaith a hynny oherwydd y 

brechiad, a gobeithiwn y bydd cymaint â phosibl yn cael y brechiad yn y 

misoedd nesaf. 

Oherwydd y covid, addoli trwy ‘zoom’ yr ydym wedi bod yn gwneud dros y 

Nadolig. 

Cynhaliwyd gwasanaeth Nadolig y plant a’r ieuenctid trwy ‘zoom’ ar y Sul 

olaf cyn yr ŵyl ac roedd Siôn Corn wedi gallu dosbarthu'r anrhegion o flaen 

llaw. Ar ddiwedd yr oedfa fe wnaeth y plant i gyd agor yr anrhegion gyda’i 

gilydd. Bob blwyddyn ar noswyl Nadolig mae yna ‘Gwylnos’ yn cael ei 

gynnal yn y Tabernacl. Cynhaliwyd y ‘Gwylnos’ hefyd trwy ‘zoom’ eleni a 

braf oedd gweld 10 o oedolion ifanc y capel yn cymryd rhan. 

Roeddem wedi gobeithio cynnal oedfaon dechrau Ionawr yn y capel ond 

oherwydd y sefyllfa bresennol penderfynwyd symud yr oedfaon ar-lein ac 

ar Sul cyntaf Ionawr cynhaliwyd ein hoedfa gyntaf trwy ‘zoom’. Os oes 

rhywun eisiau ymuno gyda ni ar gyfer ein hoedfaon trwy ‘zoom’, neu ar 

gyfer y grŵp trafod, yr ysgol Sul, neu'r cwis misol (y cyfan trwy ‘zoom’ ar 

hyn o bryd) cysylltwch gyda Guto ar 01269 8651 655. Bydd croeso cynnes i 

chi. 

Happy New Year everyone. Above is a description of what has been going on 

these last few weeks as we are forced back to online services on ‘zoom’. 
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Bethel Chapel 
At the end of our last service before Christmas we were looking forward to 

coming together again in mid-January after a short break over the New 

Year. However the stricter rules which were brought in suddenly before 

Christmas Day made us think again, and we have no definite date now for 

resuming services in chapel. Our Minister however has not been idle and 

besides the services on the internet we now have a service every Sunday on 

Zoom in which we take part. Apparently, more people in the pastorate join 

in with this than come to chapel on a normal Sunday! 

We send our congratulations to one of our youngest members, Lowri Jones, 

on her engagement to Wil Roberts. He will be familiar to some as the new 

pharmacist at the Chemist in St Clears. 

Several of our members and friends are unwell at present with some being 

in hospital. We send our best wishes to them. 

Let us hope that the vaccines and more and quicker testing will bring things 

back to normal soon.  

Tudor Eynon 

Trinity 
The absence of the usual range of services and Christmas activities at Trinity 

during December was another reminder of the impact of the Coronavirus 

pandemic on people's daily lives. The Rev. Guto Llywelyn's Sunday worship 

sessions, on line and CDs, have been a strong feature during recent months 

and are greatly valued by the members. This, coupled with the regular 

phone calls, provide a useful link amongst all members and friends. It is 

good to see the development of vaccination programmes which appear to 

show that some normality may return to our lives in the next few months. 

It is good to hear that members are coping well overall with the challenges 

at present and we hope that this will continue. We are unable to share any 

birthday wishes or celebrations in person but we wish to send our best 

wishes to all members and friends in the community who may be 

celebrating an important event.            Delyth Dent 
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Childrens’ Corner 

I Saw a Jolly Hunter         
I saw a jolly hunter                 

   With a jolly gun 

Walking in the country 

    In the jolly Sun. 

 

In the jolly meadow 

    Sat a jolly hare. 

Saw the jolly hunter. 

     Took jolly care. 

 

Hunter jolly eager-- 

     Sight of jolly prey. 

Forgot gun pointing 

     Wrong jolly way. 
 

Jolly hunter jolly head 

     Over heels gone. 

Jolly old safety catch 

      Not jolly on. 

 

Bang went the jolly gun. 

     Hunter jolly dead. 

Jolly hare got clean away. 

      Jolly good, I said. 

 

By Charles Causley  1917-2003       Submitted by Lynn Werrett 
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ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ ON PAGE 11 
 

1. Your left hand. 

2. The match. 

3. You wouldn't bury the survivors. 

4. Holes. 

5. 20. 

6. He can't - he's dead. 

7. She's either the vicar of the registrar. 

8. John. 

9. Because he's still living. 

10. Smoke. 

11. Short. 

12. The same P.M., 2nd term  
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